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Tough AG Spark Plugs keep a bike going 
when the pressure’s really on 
A 


The bike feels as if it's a part of a AC Spark Plugs are built tough, — 
you — the motor's running like tough to take hours of motoring 
a dream — lean into the curve. Great, at peak revs in all conditions. 
here's a straight. , And a well tuned bike with the 
Spark plugs? You wouldn't give right kind of spark plugs can 
them a thought — but they're help save fuel too. So fit AC — there 


there — working flat-out. Tough AC are AC Spark Plugs to suit every 
Spark Plugs can take it. bike, 


keeps you going 
when the going’s tough 


Parts and Accessories Division of General Motors New Zealand Limited. 


inte ei 


mat ion 1 


BY ROD DEW 


“| can’t believe it — this is the sort of thing that always 
happens to the other guys.” This was the reaction of New 


Zealand road 


facing superstar John Boote (TZ750 


Yamaha) after finishing a fantastic second to American 
maestro Kenny Roberts (TZ750 Yamaha) in the 75-mile 
Laguna Seca international at Monterey, some 122 miles 


south of San Francisco. 
Second place ahead of a 
string of works riders was 
impressive enough. But 
the 20 year old Kiwi did it 


the hard way. A broken . 


radiator hose prevented 
him racing in the five-lap 
qualifying event and he 
was forced to start from 
the back of the grid for the 
main race. 

There were 12 rows of 
tiders on the grid, each 
with five riders. That put 
Boote behind 55 other 
riders — an apparently 
impossible position. Even 
Boote thought he had no 
show and didn't even 
bother to put the advertis- 
ing transfers on his fairing 
so he would be eligible for 
bonuses from manufactur- 
ers supporting the race. 

INCREDIBLE START 

But Boote made an 
Incredibly fine start — in 
sharp contrast to last time 
he was at Laguna Seca 
when he was left on the 
grid. “| got an unbelievable 
start,” he recalled after- 


Boote on the grid at Laguna Seca. 


wards in a_ telephone 
conversation to New Zea- 
land. “You would have 
thought that the flag 
hadn't even dropped. | was 
away and the others hadn't 
even started moving.” 

On that first incredible 
lap, Boote overtook 43 
riders, which must be 
some sort of a record, to 
come round in twelfth 
position. From that point, 
nothing was easy. By 
leaving his braking very 
late on every bend, he 
steadily began to pick off 
those in front of him. 
Eventually he found him- 
self behind American 
Suzuki works rider and 
perennial rival, Pat Hennen 
(750 Suzuki.) 

A tremendous tussle 
ensued and it was Boote 
who eventually got the 
better of it. But then, he 
began to feel tired and his 
concentration slipped. 
Hennen went past him 
again and another top 
American also overtook 
him before he stopped the 

Cont. on Pg. 15 


BOOTE FOR EUROPE? 


New Zealand international John Boote (TZ750 Yamaha), runner-up in the rich A.M.A. 
Laguna Seca 75-mile international at Monterey near San Francisco, might make his 


European debut in September. 


He is seeking entry for the F.I.M. world Formula 750 round at Assen, Holland, on Sep- 
tember 7. However, whether he will make the trip will depend largely on what starting 
money is being offered, After his fantastic ride at Laguna Seca, it seems hardly likely that 
he would have ary problems over acceptance for the meeting. 

If the plans for a European trip fall through, Boote will almost certainly go to Malaysia 
for the Selangor and Penang grand prix events in September. In the meantime, it will be 
back to Australia for the next round of the unlimited championship on August 17. 


Se a aes Seite 

Twenty year old Kiwi John Boote gave an astonishing performance in the Laguna Seca iaeetol 
road race to finish second to the incredible Kenny Roberts after lining up at the back of the grid. The 
photo shows Boote in action during last year’s Laguna Seca meeting. Photo by Dave Friedman. 


The NZACU has come up with a new competition rider 


numbering system for this year, 


based on finishing 


positions in the 74/75 national championships. 


The basic system 
applies to both road racing 
and moto cross and came 
into effect in July, the first 
month of the licencing 
year. 

Under the new system, 
the first five placegetters 
in the 500cc, 350cc, 250cc 
and 125cc classes of the 
74175 national road race 
championships have been 
allotted numbers in sequ- 
ence. Therefore, Steve 
Dundon, the 500cc champ- 


lon, will race number one, 
Steve Maxwell number 
two, down to Dennis 


Ireland number five (fifth In 
the 500cc championships). 
John Woodley won the 
350cc champs and would 
take number six had he not 
also come third in the 
500cc title chase. 

Arider who qualifies for 
more than one number has 


the choice of which he . 


the other will 
blank for the 


uses — 
remain 
season. 
Gary Boote has been 
given the number II plate 
by virtue of his win in the 
250cc champs and Kevin 


“McCleary, Winner of the 


125cc champs, has number 
16. 

Remaining numbers 
from 21 up are being 
allotted according to the 
normal licencing process, 


i.e. first come, first served. 
But don’t bother to rush 
your application in now 
with the hope of getting a 
low number because 
facing “numbers beyond 
200 have already been 
allocated. 

REVISED MX ZONES 

The new moto cross 
competitor numbering 
system is based on finish- 
ing positions In the 1975 
Pall Mall national champ- 
jonship finals and a 
revised zoning system. 
Following the road race 
numbering system, the 


first 
A-grade, B-grade, ‘C-grade 
and 125cc class have their 


10 placegetters in 


numbers alloted in 
sequence. Therefore, Peter 
Ploen retains his number 
one plate and Gary Good- 
fellow who came tenth 
overall in the finals, has 
number 10. Gary Whitaker, 


the B-grade champion, 
takes number lI, Chris 
Giles number 20, Vic 
Rieter 21 and John 


Gibbons number 31. (Fora 
list of clubs and moto 


cross zones see sports 
commentary, page 14). The 
top 40 numbers are for use 
throughout New Zealand 


Cont. on Pg. 3 
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NVT — WHERE TO NOW? 

There's a tragic double irony about the present sorry 
state of the British motor cycle industry - and of Norton 
Villiers Triumph in particular. 

. The political irony is that while the Government backed 
workers’ co-operative at Meriden is just beginning to prod- 
uce its 750cc Bonnevilles, with a workforce of 350, the 
Government's decision to not provide further cash to the 
industry has caused NVT to abandon its Wolverhampton 
factory. And that’s the one that was making the profits 
before the fateful events of 1973! 

Then there’s the sadder irony that the present crisis - and 
it is a crisis, particularly from the point of view of the work- 
ers whol will lose their jobs - comes at a time when the 
British industry is on the verge of a dramatic about-face in 
fortunes; a reversal of the position of recent years during 
which the Japanese have gobbled up increasingly greater 
proportions of the traditionally British big bike market. 

For the new and imaginative developments which NVT 
have all but finalised could well suffer a death blow from 
the recent events. 

What new and imaginative developments? Well, there's 
the NVT rotary which has received rave reports from all 
over the world in its protoype forms. Production of the 
rotary probably wouldn't begin for another couple of years 
but what does the future hold for it now? 

And what of the Cosworth-powered Norton ‘’Challenge’’? 
The 750cc, eight-valve, dohc, water-cooled twin motors 
which Keith Duckworth’s men have already built for 
Norton’s race team were expected to find their way into 
production models in a couple of years time. 

A prototype 125cc trail bike also appeared recently from 
NVT. It is powered by a two-stroke engine built in Taiwn 
and includes features such as cantilever rear suspension and 
disc brakes. 

In the immediate future there is the Triumph 900cc 
triple. Depending on the outcome of recent events, this 
could be the latest - or the last- model from a major 
British manufacturer. 

Four possible courses of action. Nationalisation - to 
safequard the jobs and, after a period of heavy expenditure 
possibly restore profitability. This isn’t likely although 
workers at the Wolverhamption factory are considering tak- 
ing action to have another co-operative set up. 

The NVT workforce could be pruned by two-thirds, 
production concentrated on one factory (Small Heath) 
and the Meriden factory gradually phased out. This would 
obviously be distasteful to the Government, but after 
Mr Varley’s announcement | think it’s the most likely plan. 

The third possibility involves manufacture of components 
overseas - possibly Taiwan - to NVT’s specifications, for 
final assembly in Britain. The fourth possibli 

The fourth possibility, of course, is the most unsavoury 
of all. Nobody wants to see NVT go down the drain 
completely. But that’s what it could amount to if the 
uncertainty of the last two years is allowed to continue. 
EDITOR. 


wane 


FAN MAIL — 


Sir, 

| wish to complain about 
your No. 14 July issue 
which according to the 
front cover contained an 
article on the Ixion enduro. 
No doubt like many others, 
| had been waiting for this 
write up and so on spying 
the front cover | shelled 
out 25 cents. 

My breakfast on the day 
was baked beans and fora 
number of reasons which 
no-one would be interested 
in | got out to Upper Hutt a 
bit late too, equipped with 
chain links, pando and 
other necessities. 

What about the enduro? 
Aha Another 25 cents 
please. Cut the crap-and 
get into it. 

Also, your article on 
ex-MOT bikes. In the 
extreme right hand column 
in a space of 12cm were 
the following vividly 
descriptive expressions 
“smooth as silk”, “sweet 
as a nut”, “piece of the 
proverbial cake”. | see in 
your No. 15 Aug 6 issues 
that Mr Northrops DT250 
Yamaha-was running “as 
sweet as a nut”. That may 
seem good as gold to him 
but it seems silly as a two 
bob watch to me and I’m 
not thick as two short 
planks. 

Now that your feature 
writer is editor who will 
edit the editor? 


P.G. Silverwood 
Wellington 


Hell,-Mr Silverwood, | 
didn’t know you cared. You 
mean to say you actually 
forked out the incredible 
sum of 25 CENTS for our 
magazine just because you 
wanted to read about an 
event you had entered? 
And then, to add insult to 
injury, you did the same 
thing again a couple of 


es 
weeks later? What are you, 
some kind of masochistic 
spendthrift? Perhaps you 
hoped to see some sort of 
recognition of your own 
efforts In the Ixion enduro? 
OK, here it is — Peter G. 
Silverwood, a member of 
the Ixion club, rode a 
Yamaha 360 in the 
aforementioned enduro. 
He was allotted number 28 
and came 25th after losing 
104 points. Let’s hear it for 
Peter G. Silverwood, who 
swells our bank account 
despite his obvious 
distaste for the mag. 
Editor 


ENDURO REGS 


Sir, 

| wish to protest at some 
anomalies in the recent 
Ixion enduro run in the 
Akatarawa ranges. 

| entered this event along 
with other members of the 
Motor Cycle News team 
purely.as a first time 
venture, with an aim to do 
as well as possible, but 
certainly not expecting 
miracles. 

Before the event | spent 
many hours on my bike (a 
Stripped Bultaco Sherpa) 
getting it street legal to 


Ccalenoar 


AUGUST 


30/ Round 4 NZ trials champs, Otago club 
31. ~=Taupo club’s mx, near Wairakei; Wairarapa club’s mx; 
North Shore club's trial at Redvale. 


SEPTEMBER 


6 Whangarei club‘s beach races at Uretiti 

7 Marlborough club’s Peter Brown memorial mx, Seddon; Napier 
club’s trial; Tauranga club’s mx at Rangiuru Rd, Te Puke; 
Onehunga club’s mx; Nelson club's mx. 

14 ‘Napier club’s mx at Matapiro Station; Third round Central 
Disticts trial champs (Wairarapa); Marlborough club‘s trial, 
Weld Pass; Pioneer club’s non-experts’ trial; Papakura club’s 


experts’ trial 


EG Frank Boyle 
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foiywiththe\) | 
comply with the! 
ooralations. This Involved 
purchasing anew 
speedometer, tall light, 
wiring and a horn. This- 
cost about $40. Then | went 
out and bought a chain IInk 
extractor and a puncture 
repair kit.When | arrived at 
the start | found that there 
was to be no scrutineering 


so no one checked whether 


my lights worked, whether 
my speedo worked, horn 
worked or whether | even 
had a current warrant of F 
fitness (which | had). | was — 
left with the impression 
that all the work | had put In ~ 
getting my bike ready and 

all the money | had spent 
was a waste of time. | could 
have entered my bike 
stripped, as It was, for 

trials for all the organisers 
cared. 


This sort of thing Is just not 
on. Either the organisers 
comply with their own 
regulations or they don't 
make any regulations. If an 
event is worth running In 
and worth winning It's 
worth complying to a few 
rules. 


And I've just heard now, 
that Frank Haden, another 
member of our ‘team’ 
finished the event with 
everything on his bike 
working yet no one 
checked — no one even 
took his time card so Frank 
does not figure in the 
results. 


It's such a shame that such 
lackadaisical organisation 
blots the copybook of an 
event like this in my eyes at 
least — almost certainly in 
Frank Haden’s as well — 
because the course itself 
was most enjoyable to ride 
over. 


Yours sincerely, 
David Hall 
Wellington. 


WAIRARAPA CLUB 
COMES OF AGE 
Sir, 

| am writing to you on 
behalf of the Wairarapa 
Motor Cycle Club, Jubilee 
Committee, to make it 
known through your paper 
that the Wairarapa Motor 
Cycle Club in its present 
form is 21 years old this 
season. 

We would like any past 
members who have not yet” 
been reached and would 
like to attend the Jubilee 
Celebrations on the 
weekend of New Zealand 
Day (Feb 6th, 7th, 8th 1976) 
to contact the Secretary, 
Box 205, Masterton as 
soon as possible. 

Over the years the club 
has achleved a proud 
record of riders In all 
branches of the sport, such 
as Ross Smith, Colin 
Shultz, Gary Marsh, Ross 
Gregory and Warren 
Lambess In moto cross and 
Shorty de Malmanche and 
Gordon Skilton In sidecar 
racing, to name buta few. 

Also, next January from 
19th — 21st the club is 
holding another Motor 
Cycle Show because of the 
great popularity of the 1973 
one. We hope It will be an 
even bigger and better one 
than “N.Z.ts first”. 

Howard Greg: 
Masterton 


the SUZUKI experts 


7-11 KINGS CRES, LOWER HUTT PHONE 660-599 | 


NORTON AGHORN 
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MORRGOVIGERSH 


NVT‘s Norton factory at Wolverhampton, has been placed 
in receivership following an announcement by the British 


Government that further cash aid to the country’s 
motor cycle industry will not be forthcoming. 


Mr Dennis Poore, the chair- 
man of Norton Villiers 
Triumph, the sole remaining 
major British motor cycle 
manufacturer, said he had 
no choice but to put the 
factory into receivership 
after Industry Secretary 
Mr Eric Varley’s announc- 
ement in parliament. 

Mr Poore said NVT could 
not continue with two 
factories without further * 
funding. Almost 24 million 
pounds has been pumped 
into the industry in the past 
two years. 

NVT's other factory at 
Small Heath, Birmingham, 
will continue to operate in 
the mean time, but workers 
will be on a three day week. 
Its future is equally uncert- 


ain. 

Closure of the Adover 
factory puts the jobs of 
1500 workers immediately in 
jeopardy. It is estimated 
that 2000 of NVT’s 3000 
workers could very soon 
find themselves unemployed. 
CONSULTANTS’ REPORT 

Norton Villiers Triumph 
showed a trading loss of 
7,400,000 pounds in the 20 
months up to last March, 
despite massive injections of 
public funds. A firm of 
consultants hired by former 
Industry Secretary, Mr 
Anthony Wedgewood Benn, 
to evaluate future possible 


development strategies for 
NVT has reported that sums 
ranging from 15 million 
pounds to 50 million pounds 
depending on the size of the 
workforce, would be required 
to restore future profitability. 
The report was based on the 
operations of three factories 

- including the one at Meriden, 
Coventry, which is now run 
as a workers’ co-operative - 
and stated that, in any case, 
rapid development of new 
models and new equipment 
were needed. 

And that two factories, at 
the most, should operate. 

It also said that all the 
options involved a high degree 
of risk. 

But the three possible 
courses of action which the 
consultants came up with 
were found to be unaccept- 
able by the Industrial 
Development Advisory 
Board. 

MERGER 

Trouble has been brewing 
at NVT ever since its incept- 
ion in early 1973. In late 
1972, Birmingham Small 
Arms (BSA/Triumph), then 
Britain‘s largest producer of 
motorcycles, was in deep 
financial trouble. Norton 
Villiers, then a separate 
company under Manganese 
Bronze Holdings, was operat- 
ing at a profit. In an effort 
to salvage BSA’s export 


earnings, the Conservative 
Government's Industry _ 
Minister Mr Chris Chataway, 
persuaded Norton to merge 
with BSA/Triumph under a 
three factory system. 

Mr Poore of Norton was 
against the idea but in 
early 1973 a new company, 
NVT, was formed with 
capital from Manganese 
Bronze Holdings plus 
almost five million pounds of 
Government money. 

In September that year it 
was announced that the 
Meriden factory would be 
phased out by February 1974. 
The Meriden workes reacted 
by immediately stopping 
production, locking in 2650 
motor cycles and blockading 
the factory. From then until 
February 1974 it was stale- 
Mate but the election of the 
Labour government that 
month began a new chapter 
in the story. 

Mr Wedgewood Benn took 
the place of Mr Chataway 
and adopted the Meriden 
worker's cause. He was 
instrumental in setting up 
the workers’ co-operative, 
amid widespread controver- 
sy, with government funds 
for the purchase of the 
factory and equipment. 

The co-operative was 
expected to start producing 
Triumph 750cc Bonnevilles 
about now for marketing by 
NVT. But for the reasons 
already outlined and for 
other reasons which will be 
explained later, this operation, 
too, seems doomed to failure. 


Much of the responsibility 
for the present state of affairs 
in the British motor cycle 
industry has been placed on 
the shoulders of Mr Wedge- 
wood Benn who, before being 
replaced by Mr Varley, stated, 
“The Government is fully 
committed to securing the 
future of the motor cycle 
industry in this country and, 
of course, this involves the 
success of NVT no less than 
the co-operative”. 

But there have been too 
many twists and turns over 
the years to lay the blame 
on any one person’s doorstep. 
In fact, it could well be argu- 
ed that if the industry had 
been properly managed in the 


first place, government 
intervention would never have 
been necessary. 

As the situation stands at 
present, NVT’s Wolverhamp- 
ton factory has folded. Two 
thirds of NVT’s total work 
force face the dole and the 
Birmingham factory is on a 
three day working week. To 
confuse matters, the first two 
samples of 750cc Bonnevilles 
from the workers’ co-operat- 
ive at Meriden were rejected 
by NVT, who stated that 
“about 30” points about the 
model would have to be 


_ rectified be fore they were 


marketable. These points 
centred on the rear disc 
brake, silencing and vibration. 


is now considering 


They start em young down south. Darren Johnston, of 
Christchurch, who Is just three years and 10 months old, 
riding his Italjet Mini Bambino two-stroke motor-cycle 
sidecar outift. The Italian-made bike was one of three 
children’s machines brought 
Darren's father, Graeme Johnston, formerly a prominent 
moto-cross rider. The sidecar was made in Christchurch 
by another former racer, lan McGregor. Graeme Johnston 
returned to New Zealand late last year after spending 
some 10 years living and racing in Europe. After a rest, he 
returning to the 
Incidentally, if you are interested, Graeme is prepared to 
sell two of the mini bikes — one a Bambino for $345 and 
the other a slightly larger Junior Cross 4M for $439. They 
are capable of 25 and 45 mph respectively. 


back from Europe by 


racing scene. 


FIVING 


GRANDFATHER 


New: Zealand's grand old 
man of motor-cycle sport, 
76-year-old Burt Munro, of 
Invercargill, is still a long 
way from hanging up his 
leathers for good. He is 
currently making plans to 
return to the United States 
for the next speed week on 
the famous Bonneville Salt 
Flats. 


In fact, Munro is so 
certain that he will be going 
that he has already shipped 
off his remarkable 1929 
Indian engine. This will be 
fitted into the machine 
which he left in America 
when he was last there. 


The costs, according to 
this fantastic grandfather, 
of shipping a complete bike 
to America and back again 
are too much. 

Munro has been working 
on the Indian and believes 
that It Is now In top shape. 
He has exceeded 180 


(BY 
ROD 


m.p.h. with this but such a 
speed has never been 
recognised officially. All 
his runs at this speed have 
been one way only. Mal- 
functions, big and small, 
have somehow always 
prevented him getting a 
two-way average. 

This time, Munro hopes 
to be away about three 
months. 

In New Zealand, he has 
been quite active with a 
single-cylinder Velocette of 
1936. vintage. This recently 
suffered its 104th major 
blow-up during speed trials 
down south. Munro origin- 
ally bought this bike for the 
equivalent of $10 some 20 
years ago and has since 
achleved speeds of 141 
mph on the road and 136 
mph on the beach — 
speeds far in excess of 
anything the makers could 
have ever dreamed 
possible. 


DEW) 
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‘New Competition Numbering System 
for 1975 Cont. from Page 1. 

but the remaining numbers 
from 41 up are being 
allotted In each of five 
zones. Riders with 
numbers from 41 up will be 
entitled to use that number 
only within the zone of 
their club and when 
visiting another zone they 
must accept any number 
issued to them. 

The NZACU Executive 
hopes that the new 
systems will help spectat- 
ors recognise more easily 
the top riders of the 
1974/75 championships. 
But riders still have the 
right to use their numbers 
in whatever classes they 
choose to race in 1975/76. 

Max Cleverly, the 
NZACU secretary, asks 
that those riders who race 
only occasionally or in 
thelr own zone do not 
request.a specific number, 
in order to keep the 
Numbers as low as poss- 
ible. More than 900 road 
face numbers were allotted 
last season while some 
2500 numbers were allott- 


ed In the three moto cross 


zones operating In 
1974/75. 


BURT MUNRO 


2 noiplod dixie 2id now 


FANONHERIGHOD 


bise en, onilanie 


MAGIECRMIRGING 


If experienced Christchurch road racer Kevin McCleary 
ever wrote his own biography it would have to be 


titled: 


“How to succeed without really trying.” He 


recently secured the New Zealand 125cc championship 
series on his TA125 Yamaha to add another chapter to the 
already remarkable racing saga of the McCleary family. 


And afterwards, he 
admitted that he hadn't 
been racing seriously at all! 

“It's a hobby — that's 
all. | haven't taken racing 
seriously since about 1970. 
| race only when | feel like 
it. And | make sure | don't 
stick my neck out. | know 
Just how fast | want to go 
and if anybody else wants 
to go faster, that's fine by 
me. | just let ‘em go.” 

Many road racing follow- 
ers who watched 
McCleary's progress this 
season were convinced that 
he was trying to make a 
point to his younger rivals, 
many of whom weren't even 
born when he started 
racing. Kevin is now 38. It 
was said that he was trying 
to prove false any assert- 
lons that he could only win 

on South Island tracks. 

There can be no doubt 
that his performances 
squashed for all time this 
suggestion but McCleary 
never gave it a thought at 
the time, 


JUST AN EXCUSE 


“When | realised | had a 
few points | thought! might 
as well do some of the 
North Island meetings. | 
went to Manfeild, Hamilton 
and Bay Park, partly 
because | had never raced 
at any of them before but 
chiefly because it gave me 
an excuse to visit old 
friends and have a few 
drinks.” 

“| never seriously set out 
after the title, although | 
Suppose, nearing the end, 
it was in the back of my 
mind,” McCleary said. 

McCleary only competed 
in five rounds of the 
championship — half the 
Number raced by some of 
his rivals. Probably his 
most important win was in 
the New Zealand ultra 
lightweight grand prix at 
Ruapuna Park. This was his 
sixth national grand prix 
win and put him second on 
the all-lime list of grand 
prix winners behind his 
older brother, Tommy 
McCleary jnr. who has won 
@ fantastic nine GP's. 


21G.P. RIDES 


Kevin has no intention of 
specifically defending nis 
latest title next season, “Will 
just carry on as before. Bul 
1 will definitely ride in the 
New Zealand grand prix, | 
wes travelling 10 & meeting 


up orth with Alistair 
Mitonell (the NZ ultra 
lightweight grand prix 
champion in 1074) and we 
were talking about the 
orand oprix. | suddenly 
realised thal if | fide next 


season i! will be for the 
4 


21st time at the grand prix. 
We alsq worked out that 
Alistair wasn't even born 
when | started racing. He's 
been calling me grandad 
ever since,” McCleary said 
with a laugh. 


MASTER TUNER 


McCleary's TA125, which 
was the first in New 
Zealand when it arrived a 
couple of seasons ago, has 
been prepared by his 
father, Tom McCleary snr. 
— aman who has been 
recognised as one of the 


top tuners in the country - 


for about half a century. 
Tom snr's wizardry with 
engines is well known and 
it Is no suprise that the 
little Yamaha twin really 
flies. 

It has a top speed of 
more than 115 m.p.h., 
although It has never been 
officially checked. “The 
only indication | have had 
is that | passed a Kawasaki 
750 down the back straight 
at Wigram. They = are 
capable of about 115 mph,” 
sald Kevin. 

McCleary nearly sold the 
machine a while ago but 
the young rider who wanted 
it, damaged himself in a 
crash on another bike. “If 
somebody wanted to buy 
it, | would probably sell it 
But | would make sure | 
could get something else 
first. Even so, | don't know 
whether it would be worth 
it. A lot of work has been 
put into it.” 

The Yamaha two-stroke 


Below: Tucked in behind the 
fairing of his championship win- 
ning Yamehs TZ 125. 


(BY ROD DEW) 


twin Is a prime example of 
how technology and design 
have progressed in the last 
decade. McCleary consid- 
ers that Its performance Is 
about the same as the 
ex-works 250 water-cooled 


Bultaco he rode to victory 
in the New Zealand 250cc 
championship series in 
1967. “I can get around 
Ruapuna In about the same 
time.” 


Below: Aboard the Bultaco 250. 


ER OED 


HARD TO RIDE 


But he contends that the 
Yamaha Is harder to ride. 
“Between the hairpin bend 
and Rothmans at Ruapunal 
change gear nine times. 
You have got to keep the 
engine going and you can't 
afford to make a single 
mistake. The power drops 
off so quick. Normally, it 
runs at between 8,500 and 
12,550 revs per minute and 
you have got to keep the 
engine between 10,000 and 
11,000 most of the time. 
The power disappears 
rapidly under 8,500 — in 
fact It will hardly pull the 
bike at all.” 

But in spite of such 
problems, McCleary has a 
clean record in the two 
seasons he has owned the 
Yamaha. He has never 
fallen off it. He always 
makes sure he rides within 
the limits of his ability and 
the circult — which is 
perhaps part of the secret 
of his success. 

McCleary had high hopes 
of having the Yamaha 
water-cooled for this 


season. He obtained. an 
English kit but “it leaked 
like a sleve when we got It 
on. | was a bit disappointed 
about that. We had to revert 
to the air-cooling. We still 
intend to play around with 
it and might have it on In 
time for next season. 
Whether the increase In 
power will off-set the 
increase in weight is hard 
to say.” 

He is convinced that the 
125 class will become the 
most interesting and 
keenly fought of all. “It Is 
too expensive to race in the 
others, he explained to 
NZMCN. A TA125 Yamaha 
Costs about $1500 to get on 
the track and that Is within 
reach of a lot of people. But 
a T2750 Yamaha costs 
something like $5000 to get 
raceworthy. And there Is no 
way of getting that sort of 
money back.” 


N.Z. TOO SMALL 


McCleary believes that 
riders who try to race as 
full-time professionals in 
New Zealand are banging 
their heads against brick 
walls. "New Zealand is too 
smail tor professionalism,” 
he said. “Get a sponsored 
ride it you can, but you will 
Never lite off racing.” 

Nevertheless, he is full 
of admiration for John 
Boote and the way he has 


they were years ago. The 
bikes-are -faster—and; the— 
tyres better. A 1Z350 turns: 
out about the same power 
as a Norton did and yet it is 
half the weight. 

“Riders all rub their 
knees on the ground these 
days. To somebody right 
on the limit, this becomes 
a necessity. But most 
waste a lot of time getting 
into classical poses. | have 
never been a great one for 
leaning out or hanging off. 
You take a look at the top 
riders in America and 
Europe. They don’t hop 
around the bike like a lot of 
people think they do. They 
are very smooth — and very 
tidy.” 

McCleary has been rac- 
ing motor-cycles since he 
was 16. His introduction to 
the sport, coming as he did 
from a motor-cycling back- 
ground, was inevitable. “I 
just drifted into it because 
of Dad and Tommy.” 


SCRAMBLE CHAMPION 


He first started in 
scrambling and has New 
Zealand 500, open and 
miniature T.T. titles as 
testimony to his ability in 
this field. He is probably 
the only rider still racing 
who represented the South 
Island in the first inter- 
island scramble at Clark- 
ville in 1956. 

There was a time when 
he combined twin careers 
in scrambling and road 
facing but it was the road 
racing which gradually 
began to occupy most of 
his time. “| don’t think you 
need to be as fit for road 
facing as you~ do for 


Scrambling,” he said. 

MeGleary isalseyth 
Veteran of the old shingle 
Circuit at Cust — once the 
traditional venue for the 
New Zealand Grand Prix — 
still racing — tegularly, if 
not seriously. 

_He won the first of his 
six grand prix victories in 
the 1962 light-weight grand 
Prix at Cust on one of the 
remarkable Joyce Velo- 
cettes which were to serve 
him so well for so long. He 
fates this as one of his 
important wins. 

But easily the most 
Satisfying was a 250cc 
championship race on a 
round the houses circuit at 
Waimate in 1967. After a 
race-long duel with Ginger 
Molloy, he took the lead 
three corners from the end 
to win narrowly. Molloy 


had been riding a water- _ 


cooled works Bultaco, he 
was a Bultaco works rider 
and he had been fairly well 
up in the world champion- 
ships that year. 

“Ginger and | had a real 
go. I've never ridden harder 
than | did that day. | felt 
really chuffed after that’ — 
especially since he had 
been calling my Greeves 
Silverstone a rubber band.” 

Ironically, McCleary 
bought Molloy’s Bultaco 
soon afterwards and went 
on to win the New Zealand 
250cc championship. At 
the time, McCleary was 30 
and then contemplating 
retirement. He never really 
rode seriously again and 
never thought he would be 
national champion some 
eight years later. And 
without really trying. F 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
MOTO CROSS - DE COSTER 
REGAINS 500cc TITLE. 
Suzuki's assault on the 
three classes of the World 
moto cross championships 
builds to a climax this 
month. Works rider Gaston 
Rahier was the first rider to 
secure a 1975 moto cross 
title for Suzuki when he 
won both legs of the Czech 
GP in June. The 125cc 
class has been accorded 
world championship status’ 
for the first time this year. 
Then Belgian Roger DeCost- 
er sealed the 500cc champion- 
ships for a record fourth time 
at the West German round in 
July. DeCoster won both 
legs at West Germany to 
give him a total of 11 wins - 
an unassailable lead with 
three rounds to go. Now the 
tension is mounting in the 
250cc class where Suzuki's 
Willie Bauer was trailing 
Puch’s Harry Everts by nine 
points at the time of writing. 
At the French GP in July 
neither Everts nor Bauer 
made much impression. 
Czech rider Zdenek Velky 
(CZ) took a win anda 
second place in France to 
move up into third position 
in the table, 20 points 
behind Bauer. With the 
three remaining rounds all 
taking place this month, in . 
Sweden, Finland and 
Switzerland, it must bea 
nerve-wracking time for 
Suzuki’s moto cross depart- 


World News Wire 
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ment. 


SMART OFFERED KAWA 
Paul Smart, the former 

Triumph and Suzuki works 
rider who hasn‘t raced since 
he re-broke his thigh in a 
comeback ride aboard a 
works Ducati at Imola last 
April, was offered a works * 
750cc Kawasaki for the 
Laguna Seca race in which 
John Boote came second to 
Kenny Roberts. But he coul- 
dn’t take advantage of the 
offer because his USA visa 
had expired. 


SHEENE FORMULA 750 
CHAMP. 

Barry Sheene, the 24-year 
old British Suzuki works 
rider who many people 
regard as one of the world’s 
top three road racers, 
clinched the FIM “World” 
Formula 750 championship 
at Silverstone, England, on 
August 10. Sheene won the 
second leg of the British 
round after Venezuelan young- 
ster Johnny Cecotto (Yamaha 
TZ 750) ran off with the 
first leg. But in the second 
leg Cecotto pulled out after 
completing only four of the 
35 laps. With four rounds 
of the Formula 750 series to 
go, Sheene (45 points) is 16 
points clear of second place- 
man Jack Findlay. 


DE COSTER’S BELGIAN 
GP — AGAIN 
Roger DeCoster (Suzuki) 


won his sixth Belgian 500cc 


1/GPTssuccession at ajhot, 


dusty and disorganised meet- 
ing at Namur on August 3. 
After arguments between 
riders and organisers over 
conditions of the course, 
during which time the 20, 
000 spectators were slowly 
fried under a hot sun, the 
GP didn’t start until nearly 
5pm. Finland's Husqvarna 
factory rider Heikki Mikkola 
Jed the first leg from start to 
finish and Sweden’s Ake 
Jonsson (Yamaha) did the 
same in the second leg. 
DeCoster collected second 
place in both legs for overall 
victory while Belgian Jaak 
van Velthoven came second 
overall with two third places, 


RATHMELL FORGES AHEAD 
IN TRIALS CHAMPS 
Montesa’s Malcolm Rath- 
mell increased his lead in the 
World Trials championship 
by winning the ninth round 
in the USA. Fellow Briton 
Martin Lampkin (Bultaco) 
still holds second place in the 
championship despite finish- 
ing sixth in the USA. Fin- 
land’s Yrjo Vesterinen 
(Bultaco) lost three marks 
more than Rathmell in the 
USA to come second, there- 
by closing to within three 
points of Lampkin in the 
championships. Yamaha 
works rider Mick Andrews 
had to revert to a stand- 
ard model TY in the USA 
after his works machine 
failed to arrive in time for 
the event. He came tenth 
and is now in fifth place 
overall, three points behind 
Frenchman Charles Coutard 
(Bultaco), who finished 
fifth in the USA. 


STOP PRESS 


Still some stocks at pre-devalu-| 


ation prices.. 
Add 10% on some models. 


WATKEREAN NOW 


“INDY STYLE” EXTRACTOR EXHAUST SYSTEMS HONDA 350/4 500/4 
KAWASAKI 


*Each system performance tuned 
*Quality finish and exact fit z 
* Allowance for use of oil filters, drain plugs and 


stand 


*Muffler baffle inserts avai 


lable for quite legal street use 


900/4 


SUGGESTED RETAIL 


HONDA 
350-500/4 
750/4 
KAWASAKI 
900/4 


CHROME 


750/4 


BLACK BAKED ENAMEL 


$115.00 $96.00 


$125.00 
$135.00 


$106.00 
$116.00 


PHONE US DIRECT — NEW PLYMOUTH 84696 FOR FAST DELIVERY TO YOUR NEAREST NAG AIRPORT. 


DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME. 


wz.oisrarsutors: CCALLENDER MOTORCYCLES (wholesale) LID. 
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REPORT AND PHOTOS BY CRAIG BATES 
There was talk amongst the riders at the start of the 


Wellington Trail Riders’ 


Giant Hare Scramble that 


Wellington's Roger Hinton would be the favourite for the 
event this year. Last year's rival and eventual winner, 
Peter Ploen, was unable to make It down from Tauranga 


for the meeting. 


But in fact it was Lower 
Hutt's demon moto crosser 
Brian Martin who was first 
home, 2% hours after the 
start of the event, which 
was held in the Karioi State 
Forest, near Ohakune. ~ 

Martin, riding a borrow- 
ed TM 400 Suzuki, handled 
the slippery conditions in 
great style and had the 
throttle of the big bike 
screwed fully on wherever 
possible . . . which was 
most of the time. 

It was an unlucky day for 
Hinton, also riding a TM 
400 Suzuki, who at the start 
of the 72-mile race had 
taken the lead from the 
other 90 riders. | managed 
to keep track of him (which 
was pretty hard to do over 
the vast sprawled out area) 
for about 15 miles. At that 
point | was assured by 
Peter Woodfield of Well- 
ington, marshalling one of 
the sections, that Hinton 
was still in front. But from 
there on, he just seemed to 
disappear into thin air. I'm 
still not sure whether he 
finished the race or had to 
be picked up by one of the 
sweep crews. 


LE MANS START 


Yes, 90 riders braved the 
cold wintery conditions, 
including myself. | rode 
120 miles across’ to 
Ohakune from Hawera that 
morning, riding a TS 185 
Suzuki borrowed from 
Grant MacRae, to cover the 
event. | arrived too late for 
scrutineering and only had 
time to whip the pack off 
my back, take out the 
camera and get ready fora 
shot of the start. And boy, 
what a start it was, too! 

Everyone had lined up on 
the far side of the road, 
about 50 yards from their 
bikes and on the word GO! 
all the moto cross riders, in 
great ‘Le Mans' style, raced 
across to. crank their 
machines into life. The 
Trail Bike class left 5 
Below: The mx boys race to 
their bikes at the start of the 
event. 


minutes later. 

In the MX class it was 
Brendan Rogers who start- 
ed his bike in double quick 
time and was out of that 
start line in a_ flash, 
powering his TM 400 
Suzuki down the gravel 
road towards the entrance 
tothe forest.” But, sad to 
say, it was Brendan Rogers 
who, with 36 miles of 
riding behind him and still 
going really fast, headed 
into a wet and slippery 
grassy section. The rear 
end of his bike started to 
snake from side to side in 
an ever widening arc. . . | 
found him later, walking 
around the pits nursing a 
dislocated shoulder and 
very sore ribs. He reckoned 
he had had the time of his 
life! 

Well, with all those 
two-wheeled machines 
making havoc throughout 
the slippery, twisting 
tracks of the forest, bar a 
few that were having 


Above: Bruce Nisbet powers 
his Honda CR 125 through the 
snow, 

starting problems and were 
still sitting on the start 
line, it was time for me to 
get cracking and take a 
short cut to some other 
vantage point along the 
way. It turned out however, 


Above: Brendan Keogh leads 
the trail bikes past some huge 
drain pipes 

that my borrowed TS 185 
and | seemed to be in the 
race most of the time as 
well, nipping in and out of 
pine trees, crossing 
bridges, sometimes ford- 


ing a creek or two, along 


muddy tracks, plus pound- 
ing along forest breaks that 
seemed to stretch out for 
miles. 

It was along one of these 
forest breaks that | found 
Geoff Howe, of Lower 
Hutt, working furiously on 
his Yamaha 250 Trials 


machine. It seemed that 
the air filter was causing all 
his problems. Asked about 
the course, he thought that 
there were too many 
straights for his liking, but 
other than that it was really 
great. 

Without the marshalls 
stationed along several 


different parts of the track, 
| would have lost my way 
ten times over for sure and 
would probably have still 
been riding up around Mt. 
Ruapehu somewhere. The 
marshals and sweep crews, 
not forgetting the St John 
Ambulance Men, did a 


marvellous job controlling 
the whole race, assuring 
stranded riders that they 
would, indeed, see civilis- 
ation again. 


SNOW NEAR THE TOP 


| had heard that snow 
had fallen the night before 
the race and that it covered 
the course where it climbed 
to its highest point. A 
marshal assured me that if 
| rode about-eight miles 
this way and then a few 
miles that way, | would 
hopefully find what | was 
looking for. Thanking him, 
| cranked the bike up again 
and headed in the direction 
given. rn 

Snow . . there was 
snow alright and it wasn't 
long before the first bike 
came into view. This being 
the second and final lap, 
places had changed a bit, 
with Brian Martin on his 
TM 400 in first place, 
16-year-old Frank White of 
Rotorua, astride a Kawa- 
saki 250 MX was in second, 
Bruce Nisbet on a Honda 
CR125, also from Rotorua, 
was either third or fourth at 
this stage, and Palmerston 
North’s Morley Shirriffs on 
his Honda CR 250 came 
through next. 

Just before | left the 
snow line to head back 
down (by this time it was 
starting to rain) that 250 
Trials Yamaha that | had 
met earlier, came into view. 
Rider, Geoff Howe was still 
having trouble with his bike 
and was getting a little 
exasperated by this time 
but was still plugging on 
and still smiling. 

Time to head back and 
with the help once again of 
the marshals | made my 
way back to the finish line, 
having been up in that 
forest for about three 
hours. 

Most of the early finish- 
ers had crossed the line by 
this time and It wasn't long 
before Brendan Keogh, of 
Wellington, riding a TS 400 
J Suzuki camd down the 
final stretch of gravel road 
to take the® official first 
place In the trall bike class. — 
Talking to him later on he 
told me that he had got | 
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story and photos by David Pardon 

Woodhill Forest will probably never be the same 
peaceful place again after 121 assorted bits of machinery 
— believed to be the biggest line-up ever to start a North 
Island motor cycle event — blasted around the 17-mile 
course through the pines during Auckland North Shore's 
Dead Toad Racing Team three-hour hare and hounds event. 

Torrential overnight-rain 
followed by warm morning 
sun turned patches of the 
track Into porridge and a 
few spots Into pure H20 
and it wasn’t without fair 
reason that briefing officer 
Evan Lamberton warned 
riders against winding out 
too far on lap one, 
particularly up the blind 
rises. 
Practically everyone took 
his advice . . . but once 
round, the boot was in and 
lap two began to knock 
them off like flies; the 125 
MXers took a hammering, 
not surprisingly, and the 
Coast Road — three miles 
of dead level, dead straight 
gravel — was smartly 
littered with dead crossers. 
One of them was Wayne 
Rugg, high on the list of 
pre-race favourites. Wayne 
was hitting 90 with his 
tweaked TM125 when a ring 
blew, Rex Averis, another 
hot tip for overall success, 
suffered a similar fate when 
hisCR125 seized solid with 
a busted piston. 


EUROPEAN 


European machinery 
showed up well and of 
three Husqvarna entries, 
Keith. Carter and Tjebbe 
Bruin, riding for North 
Shore's No. 1 team, took 
first and second respec- 
tively in the 200-open MX 


ie 


class. 

But Honda swamped the 
entries — more than half — 
with big team line-ups from 
Eastern Honda and West 
City Honda. Of 10 
individual prizes, Hondas 
grabbed eight, the Huskies 
two and Sharon Spratt, one 
of only two — she-man 
entries, kept the Suzuki 
flag flying with First Girl 
award after a solid showing 
on her TS125, 


GRUELLING 


It was a gruelling race 
and most DNFs were listed 


” 


b . 


\ s 
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as due to “Rider Fatique” 
rather than machinery 
failure. Long, sandy fire 
breaks, sudden splodges of 
goo and constant pressure 
from the big field meant 
wide, wide throttles, thirsty 
bikes and thirsty riders 
(Phil Laird, riding a West 
City: Honda _CR125 MXer 
slurped six gallons of gas 
over five laps and there was 
a constant trail of foot- 
sloggers who were DNF'd 
by dry tanks). 

Overall, the event was a 
wow and Dead Toad have 
already booked for a repeat 


Pe, 


next year. The hare and 
hounds type event Is 
popular in the States but 
not on the New Zealand 
scene. At least not until 
now. There were a few 
grizzlies about somewhat 
diminutive green arrows 
marking the course, other- 
wise things went well 
organisation-wise. While 
lacking the whoop-de-do's 
and traps of the enduro, the 
hare and hounds does let 
machinery open up, yet 
picks out the rider who can 
keep his machine a hairs- 
breadth away from burning 
out. 

The fast guys love it... 
and it's great to watch. 


4st Overall: Mark Struthers 
(Honda CR125). 200-open trail 
— Blair Harrison (Honda 
XL250) 1) Andrew Jack (Honda 
XL250) 2; 200-open MX Keith 
Carter (Husqvarna 400) 1 
Tjebbe Bruin, (Husqvarna 400) 
2. 0-200 trail David Vinser, 
(Honda XL175) 1; John 
Clonert, (Honda XL175) 2. 
0-200 MX Mark Struthers, 1; 
Terry Meeks (Honda CR125) 21st 
Girl — Sharon Spratt, (Suzuki 
S125). Teams — North Shore 
M/C Club No. 1, 1, Auckland 
M/C Club No. 1, 2. 


Left: The start of the trail bike 
class. 


It has been said by many 


motor-cycling authorities that 


electric starters and off-road bikes are about as compatible 
as water Is with oil. But the giant Japanese Suzuki factory 
has chosen to ignore such words of wisdom and the result 
is the remarkable TC185 Ranger. 


Now the company heads 
must be chuckling all the 
way to the bank. 

With a dual-range 10- 
speed gearbox as well as 
the push button starter and 
full road equipment, the 
TC185 is close to being the 
ultimate in trail bikes. 

The one thing 
which keeps it a little of 
perfection is the weight. 
It tips the scales"at 260Ibs 
(dry), which is_40lbs more 
than the closely related 
7TS185 Sierra, which has 
five fewer cogs in the 


The TC185 power unit sits atop the ten speed box. With the range of 


transmission and no 
electric starter. 
The extra weight is a 


direct result of the electric 


starter. More~ compre- 
hensive electronics are 
necessary and, of course, a 
weighty heavy-duty 


battery. But many will find 
the electric starting out- 
weighs any disadvantages 
in weight. After all; 260ibs 
js by no means unman- 
ageable. 


The additional equip- 
ment of the 1TC185 Is, 


cogs available our tester found the bike would go almost anywhere. 
The change lever for high or low ratio can be seen sitting above the 
main change lever. It’s a heol and toe operated one. - 


THUNGSHORSHEED 
I SORRANGER 


unfortunately, by no means 
free. The bike retails at 
$989, which is not much 
less than the bigger TS250 
Suzuki trial bike. But 
farmers are finding the 
TC185 ideally suited to 
agricultural work and they 
are eligible for a sales tax 
reduction of $231, provided 
they do not intend using 
the bike on public roads. 


FARM USE 


In New Zealand, the 
sales emphasis is more 
towards __— the farming 


community than anything 
else. It is capable of 
tremendous work loads in 
this field and the 10-speed 
gearbox, as well as giving a 
gear for every situation, 
makes towing a trailer 
childs’ play. 

The extra weight of the 
“luxury” equipment is, in 
some respects, an advan- 
tage for the farmer, who 
wants to keep both wheels 
firmly placed on the ground 
at all times. The extra 
weight Is, not surprisingly, 
inclined towards the front. 
In fact, the 21in wheel of 
the Sierra version has been 
replaced with one of 19in, 
principally to keep the 
weight inclined towards the 
front. Wheelles, it seems, 
don’t go down well with the 
sheep. : 

But the Ranger Is by no 
means front heavy. The 
bike is still well balanced 
for serious trail riding, and 
it is possible to keep the 
front wheel reasonably 


light over rough going. For 
trail riders wanting the 
obvious benefits of the 


10-speed gearbox, it is 
possible to swop the 19in 
wheel for a 21in version. 
The TC185 was provided 
by Tommy's Suzuki Centre 
in Christchurch and was 


equipped (as are all 
TC185's) with knobbly tyres 
front and rear. These 
enabled the not inconsid- 
erable power of the single- 
cylinder two-stroke engine 
to be fully utilised in the 
worst kind of unstable 
terrain. 


70 MPH IN TOP 


Forgetting the electric 
starter for a moment, the 
10-speed gearbox is the 
next most _ interesting 
aspect of the Ranger. The 
high range of five speeds 


provided normal road 
touring ratios and a top 
speed in excess of 70 mph. 
This range Is also perfectly 
suitable for most types of 
off-road riding. 

But when the going Is 
really tough, the lower 
bank of five gears can be 
engaged simply with a tap 
on a level on the left of the 
machine, just above the 
normal gear shift lever. It is 
not necessary to return to 
the gearbox to neutral 
before changing the 
range. For example, one 


can change direct from fifth - 


in the bottom range to fifth 
in the top range as easily as 
one can change from fourth 
to fifth with an orthodox 
gearbox. 

In the crawler gear — the 


lowest of the 10 ratios — | 
like it | 


the Suzuki feels 
could climb a tree. The 
pulling power is fantastic. 
With the engine no more 
than idling, itis possible to 


creep up. slopes which | & 


would be impossible 
hurdles for a normal trial 


bike. In bottom gear, It has ~ 


a top speed of 10 mph. The 
top gear of the lower range 
gives the machine a top 
speed of 48 mph. 

For those interested in 
pulling a trailer, tow bars 
are readily availab 

Wheel grip in sandy or 
slushy conditions Is 
good. And the183ccengine 
has excellent torque at low 
engine speeds. Maximum 
torque is rated at 13-ft-Ibs 
at 5500rpm but the useable 
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Electric push button start and ten gears 
set this Suzuki apart from the crowd. 


- i) 
power is spread very much 
wider. 


POWER LOSS 


For some unexplained 
reason, the TC185 is one 
horsepower down on that 
for which the TS185 Is 
rated. But this deficiency, 
even-taken into consider- 


ation with the extra weight, 
is not readily apparent to 
the casual rider. Peak 
power Is 16bhp, which is 
enough to give the machine 
a spirited feel. This figure 
is achieved at 7000rpm. The 
rev counter, fitted as 
standard, is red lined at 
8000rpm but the engine 
doesn't seem to be strain- 
ing unduly even when this 
mark is approached. 

The machine will pull 
away without snatch in its 
highest gear from as low as 
1500rpm. 3 

On the trail or around the 
farm, good ground clear- 
ance Is essential if the bike 
is to remain free of damage 
from those hidden rocks 


and stumps. Not all 
manufacturers seem to 
appreciate the importance 
of this but this aspect has 
not been neglected by 
Suzuki. The Ranger has an 
impressive 9.4in (24cm) 
clearance, And if that Is not 
enough, there is a very 
strongly constructed bush 
plate underneath the alloy 
engine. 


VERSATILE 


The most appealing 
thing about the Suzuki is 
Its versatility. It can be 
used as a Serious trail bike, 
It Is an Ideal farm bike and 
it has enough power and a 
high enough top speed for 
It to be an Ideal commuter 
bike as well. In fact, there 
Is very little It can't manage 
with reasonable efficiency. 
Ata pinch, It could also be 
used as a touring bike. 


Because of the knobbly 
tyres, it was not possible to 
fully explore the limits of 
adhesion on the road. But 
even so the bike could be 
swung confidently through 
the swervery. With road 
tyres, it would probably 
handle better than the 
lighter 7185 similarly 
equipped for the road. The 
extra weight at the front 
makes it remarkably sure- 
footed. 

In city traffic, the ranger 
was Impresslvely tractable. 
The general road perform- 
ance was spirited and the 
throttle response good. 
There was never any prblem 
beating all but the most 
expensive _ high-perform- 
ance cars off the mark Inthe 
traffic light grand prix 
starts and It was never 
extended to keep ahead of 
the traffic. 

As a commuter bike, the 
Ranger is Ideal. It has good 
fuel economy (for a two- 
stroke), the dual seat is 

aminrinhia any ‘di. 
Vibration is transmiittea 
through the frame to the 
rider and riders considering 
long distance road hikes 
have no need to worry 


about excessive fatigue 
from this source. 
Rubber footrests are 


provided. For the serious 
trail rider, these should 
probably be replaced with 
serrated metal pegs. But 
for the rider intending to do 
a little of everything, the 
rubber footrests are 
probably the best compro- 
mise. 


SUSPENSION 


The suspension Is good. 
The front telescopic units 
have hydraulic dampers 
and can be adjusted to 
three different settings, 
merely by removing a 
rubber cap on the steering 
head and turning a screw. 
The rear swinging arm 
suspension unit can be 
adjusted five different 
ways. 

The electric starter, on 
what is essentialy a trail 
bike, is unusual, to say the 
least. But many will find 
this additional aid most 
welcome. The engine can 
be fired up with the touch 
of a button on the right 
handlebar. On the test 
machine, the engine 
always started at the first 
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Brilliant Greg Power (250 Yamaha) was too good for his 
rivals in the third round of the New Zealand trials 
championship, held at Little River on Banks Peninsula on 
August 3. Power lost only 25 points with a quite superb 
display to head off up and coming Wellington rider Neil 
Harris (250 Ossa) by six points. 


Third place went to Peter 
Grinter (250 Ossa), of 
Hamilton, after a tremend- 
ous struggle with relative 
newcomer Paul Swift (250 


Suzuki), of Nelson, and 
Christchurch's Bruce 
Mitchell (250 Yamaha). 


Only a supreme effort on 
the last circuit of 14 
sections enabled Grinter to 
come from behind and 
beat Swift, who was the 
surprise package of the 
contest. 
POWER LEADS 
Power now leads the 
series on points after two 
wins and Grinter, who won 
the second round, is. In 
second place. However, 
only the best four perform- 
ances count towards the 
championship so anything 
could happen yet. 
Mitchell, who shared the 
national title with Power 
last season, was forced to 
miss the first two rounds. 
The first was too close to 
his return from Australia 
and he had to withdraw 
from the second after 
being involved in a motor 
re’ Tour 
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rounds in which to defend 
his title. 

He started in the third 
round without the recent 
tough’ competition which 
his rivals have been getting 
up north and this was 
apparent in the first two 
circuits of 14 sections (the 
14 sections were each 
ridden four times). Mitchell 
chalked up 15 penalty 
points first time round and 
followed this up with a 14. 

But in the afternoon, he 
lifted his standard 
impressively and was 
fighting tooth and nail with 
the leaders. In the first 
circuit after lunch, he 
returned an eight and on 
the final circuit appeared 
to be heading for a five. 


Then, on the last section 
of the day, a treacherous 
muddy one which twisted 
its way down a steep 
slope, Mitchell was forced 
to use three solid dabs to 
stay upright. Still, another 
eight-point circuit was still 
quite outstanding. 
TRIBUTE 
Afterwards, 
paid tribute 
performance. “He rode 
brilliantly. In fact, the 
overall standard of riding 
was exceptionally high. 
The trial was a testing one, 
too. We didn't ride a lot of 
sections but there was a 
lot of pressure. It was a 


Mitchell 
to Power's 


very strenuous trial 
indeed." 
Mitchell, taking every- 


thing into account, was 
perfectly satisfied with his 
performance and is confid- 
ent of doing even better in 
the next round at Dunedin 
on August 30 and 31. He 
hopes to have a new TY175 
Yamaha in time for this, 
although there is now a 
possibility that he will be 
leaving -Yamaha_ entireluc 
Little River, he was offered 
full sponsorship on a new 
250 Montesa. 

“I'm going to think about 
it,” said Mitchell, who 
works for Yamaha dealers 
Velvin and Cresswell Ltd. 

The trial, efficiently 
organised by the Corsair 
club, was one of the best 
held in Canterbury in 
recent years.” It was 
originally intended to ride 
eight circuits of the 14 
sections but time forced 
officials to cut this to four. 
Even so, it was a 
demanding trial and there 
were no complaints that it 
had not been tough 
enough. 

A new system of record- 
ing scores was used. And 
very effective it proved, 


too. Each rider was 
obliged to carry his own 
card around and this was 
punched by observers at 
each section with the 
appropriate number of 
points. In this manner, a 
result was available within 
a few minutes of the trial 
ending. 
140 POINTS LOST 

But at least one rider 
had cause for regret at the 
change of recording (prev 


iously scores were kept by 


marshals and entered on a 
master sheet). Perry 
Tidball (250 Suzuki), of 
Christchurch, had = an 
unscheduled splashdown in 
a creek section and his 
card floated away before 
anybody could retrieve it. 
At 10 points a section for 
the circuit, this cost him 
140° points. That marked 
the end of his chances. 

Corsair official Alex 
Ormandy later explained 
that the cards could not be 
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replaced when lost. “If we 
did this, we would have 
riders who. did poorly 
deliberately losing their 


cards and starting again. | 


wee catts* Was when one 
got a little grubby and 
obviously would not last 
the distance. But the old 
card had to be handed in 
first so the scores could be 
correctly entered.” 

The sections, laid out 
around a creek, contained 
a lot of water and rock 
work, although there were 
some testing hillside 
sections and some with 
plenty of mud to test the 
unwary. All were cleaned 


at least once, although 
number nine, which 
included log crossings, 


was modified after lunch. 
The degree of difficulty 
was altering with every 
rider who passed through 
and rolled the logs about. 

But even after this, there 
were some spectacular 


* spills at this. 
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The man of the day was 
undoubtedly Power.-Riding 


in his usual ebullient 
manner, he dashed 
through sections in a 


manner which suggested 
his luck could not possible 
last the entire trial. But 
Power, the showman of 
the trials. circult, was 
always in control, even if 
this often did not appear to 
be the case, and he was a 
fitting winner. 

He took the lead from 
the outset. He completed 
the first 14 sections with a 
loss of only six points. His 
nearest challengers at this 
point were Peter Grinter 
and Neil Harris, who both 
lost nine. Paul Swift, the 
new title challenger from 
Nelson, had lost a further 


two. 
HARRIS’S CIRCUIT 

The second circuit 
belonged to Harris, already 
showing the sort of form 
which made his older 
brother, Chris, and his 
father, Mike, multiple New 
Zealand champions. He 
got round in seven dabs 
and this put him within a 
point of Power. The 
pressure was ,on. Power 
looked a little more vulner- 
able than  usual.. He 
Sronnedininespolnts-aiti ies 
Christchurch rider 
Miles (250 Suzuki), who 
once again suffered from 
inconsistency. 
. Miles lost 21 points on 
the first circuit and this 
cost him his chances of 


victory. 
In the third round, Power 
demonstrated his 


champion qualities. At a 
time when lesser riders 
might have broken, he 
seemed inspired to great- 
ness, going round the 14 
sections in an incredible 
four. This was the best 
effort of the day. Swift and 
Harris both recorded 
sevens, which was quite 
outstanding but paled in 
comparison with Power's 
tremendous riding. 

At the end of the third 
circuit, Power led with 19 


AP 
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from Harris (23), Swift (32), 
Grinter (35) and Mitchell 
(37). 
‘ i battle for victory 
was obviously reduced to 
two, although the tussle 
for third was taking on 
unusual emphasis. 

Grinter called on all his 
reserves of concentration 
and effort over the final 14 
sections and was rewarded 
with a round of five and 
third place overall. Denny 
Turnbull (Palmerston 
North), up in the 19s and 
20s in the first two rounds, 
made a spectacular finish 
‘to lose only five points on 
the final circuit. But his 
total was only good 
enough for sixth. 

Power set the seal on 
victory with another 
impressive circuit of six 
points with Harris and 
Mitchell both — scoring 
eights. But some of the 
limelight was stolen from 
the stars by Wellington’s 
Warwick Young (250 Ossa) 
who finished with a six. 
This was in marked con- 
trast to his first circuit In 
which he lost 30 points. 

Another rider to finish 
very strongly after a bad 
start was Alister Gray 
(Hamilton) on a 250 Ossa. 
He lost 29, 15 and 15 on 
the first three circuits 
before ending with a 
_spectacular-seven. os 

—Christehurch ~ star 
Malcolm _McGibbon (250 
Suzuki) had a similar story 
to tell. He dropped” a 
disastrous 33 points on the 
first circuit, improved to a 
13 and 15 on the next two 
and finished with a nine. 


Results were:- 
G, Power (Wellington) 250 Yamaha, 
6, 9, 4, 6, total 25. N. Harris (Well-, 


church) 250 Yamaha, 15, 14, 8, 8, 45; 
D. Turnbull (Palmerston North), 
250 Osss, 20, 19,11, 5, 55; K. Miles 
(Christchurch), 250 Suzuk W 
12,15, 59; A. Gray (Hamilton), | 
250 Osss, 66; W. Young (Wellington), 
250 Ossa, 67; M. McGibbon (Christ- 7 
church), 250 Suzuki, 70. K. Hosking 
(Christchurch), 250 Ossa, 75; 

G. Kissack (Christchurch), 250 
Yamaha), 79; P. Hosking (Christ- 
church), 250 Yamaha, 80; A. Gilmour 
(Dunedin), 250 Yamaha, 83; R. 
Cooke, (Nelson), 250 Suzuki, 84. 
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COOPER $1273.00 


Mike Harris positioned himself and his camera 
at a really tricky log section of the Christchurch 
round of the national trials champs to get this 
collection of shots. The only rider to clean 

the log was Mike's son, Neil, pictured below. 
The bottom two pictures show Bruce Mitchell - 
during and after one attempt. 
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-— SHIRRIFFS—~ 


DEVASTATING AT 
HUTT VALLEY MX 


Palmerston North flier 


Morley  Shirriffs 


gave a 


performance at the Hutt Valley club's Jackson's Farm 
moto cross on July 27 which demonstrated that the 
Shirriffs/cantilever Yamaha combination Is going to be 


hard to beat next summer. 


Shirriffs, on the ex-Moss 
Smith 250, got the better of 
national champion Peter 
Ploen (Suzuki RH250) in the 
first 30-minute leg and then 
recovered from an awful 
start in the second leg to 
finish third behind Peter 
Boyle and Vic Rieter. 

Boyle and Rieter also put 
in good performances on 
the day while Ploen did not 
have the best of days, 
despite finishing second 
with a flat rear tyre in the 
first of the two main races. 
In the second leg Ploen 
was chasing Boyle when 
his chain snapped half way 
through the race. 

Rieter, on another canti- 
lever 250 Yamaha, was 
particularly impressive. 
The Napier rider convinc- 
ingly won the C-grade Pall 
Mall national champion- 
ship title at Teddington 
earlier this year. His fourth 
and second places In the 
two main races at the Hutt 
Valley meeting show how 
farcical It is to have a 
C-grade champion at all. 

In addition to his high 
placings in the two main 
races, Rieter took two firsts 
and two seconds In other 
A-grade events. In one 
open capacity race he led 
home Masterton’s Warren 
Lambess (Yamaha YZ360) 
and Ploen while In another 
he trailed Boyle but pipped 
Shirriffs at the flag. And on 
@ new cantilever 125cc 
Yamaha he won one 125cc 
A-grade race and finished 
second to Boyle in another. 


CANTILEVER 125's 


Cantilever Yamaha's — 
and the new 125's in 
Particular — seemed to be 
everywhere and if it hadn't 
been for some sterling 
performances by young 
Boyle in the second half of 
the programme, Yamaha's 
could well have swamped 
the A-grade results sheet. 

Boyle had problems with 
his new RN 400 Suzuki 
early in the day and after 
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being rammed during the 
latter stages of the first 
30-minute leg, he pulled 
out and concentrated on 
his RH 250 and TM 125. 
From then on he couldn't 
go wrong and he won his 
three starts, in each case 
leading home a swarm of 
Yamaha's. 

The second 30-minute 
leg was the most exciting 
race of the day. Lambess 
got a flying start on his YZ 
360 and for a few laps he 
led Ploen and Boyle around 
the circuit. The course 
itself Is pretty flat and 
about a mile In length but 
an assortment of condit- 
ions ranging from deep 
riverside ruts to slick clay 
comers and from narrow 
snaking sections to rocky 
washboard straights keeps 


riders on their toes and 
maintains spectator 
interest. 


Boyle hit the front and 
carried Ploen past Lambess 
and the three of them 
pulled away from the rest 
of the field. Then the 
Masterton rider was hit by a 
rock in a super-sensitive 
part of his anatomy and the 
ensuing shock waves 
resulted in him falling to 
notice the bend at the end 
of the main stretch. Boyle 
Continued to lead Ploen 
despite a deflating front 
tyre, until the national 
champion threw a chain, 

That left the Lower Hutt 
cen In the lead and 


Top: Shirriffs head for victory. 
Above: High-flying Peter Boyle. 


Ing off several riders every 
lap. 

Some two thirds of the 
way through, Boyle led 
Rieter by only 20 yards and 
was beginning to get 
hurry-up signals from the 
pits. At about the same 
time it was noticed that 
Rieter's rear brake rod was 
flapping in the breeze. 
Boyle dialled in more gas 
and once more left Rieter 
behind. 

Shirriffs was in devastat- 
ing form and within a few 
minutes of the end had 
roped in Gary Whitaker and 
Chris Giles, both of whom 
were riding cantilever 
250’s. But he simply didn’t 
have time to catch the 
leading pair. Still, with his 
first place in the first leg 
and third place in the 
second, he collected an 
extra $SO as the overall 
winner, boosting his over- 
all takings to $115 


RESULTS: tt beg. Open oc — 
Yamaha YZ2S0, } 
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In this column, former double world speedway champion 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 
peeps NZMGN readers in touch-with events at home and 
abroad. 


It looks like the usual big contingent of British League 
boys will be coming out to Australia and New Zealand this 
summer. Already on the list are Chris and Dave Morton, 
John Davis, Ole Olsen, Tommy Jansson, and the British 
Lions, who despite reports to the contrary, will be making 
another tour. 

| have already had enquiries from four American riders 
about coming out here next season. Nothing is definite yet 
but if arrangements are made | will let you know who is 


coming. 

The thought that Austral- 
ja and New Zealand will 
have their own World Champ- 
ionship rounds this year has 
created quite a stir in England. 
It seems some people are 
worried that so many riders 
from out here may qualify 
and reduce the numbers 
from England. That's rub- 
bish because there is a set 
number of qualifiers from 
each of.the Finals. Besides, 
when did England last have 
a World Ctiampion? 
OLSEN’S GOLDEN HELMET 

Ole Olsen won the Golden 
Helmet from Phil Crump at 
Kings Lynn, The magneto 
of Crump’s four-valve mach- 
ine failed while Crump was 

warming the bike up and 

he had to borrow a standard 
Eso for the match race ser- 
ies. Olsen won the first 

race in a new track record 
time of 66.4 secs. In the 
second heat the riders clash- 
ed on the first corner and 
Olsen, left trailing after all 
the bumping, pulled out 
after one lap. In the decid- 
ing race, Olsen jetted from 
the starting grid and won in 
anew record time of 66.2 
secs. Dave Jessup, the young 
England international rider 
for Leicester, was the 

Dane's first challenger and 
has already taken a firm,grip 
of the Helmet. In the first 
leg, Jessup won both the 
match races which means Ole 
will have to win at Dave's 
track and then go on toa 
neutral track if he intends to 
hold his prize. After he - 
finished 25 yards behind 
Jessup in the firstrace, 
Olsen borrowed the machinz 
of New Zealander and team 
mate Gary Peterson, but 
with no more success. 


WORLD TEAM CUP - UK 
A show of strength by 
Australia and a brilliant 
individual display by !van 
Mauger could not stop 
England winning the UK 
round of the World Teams 
Cup, Mauger started the 
meeting off on the right 
foot by equallising the track 
record at the Reading stad- 
jum but he had little support 
from the New Zealand team 


which was left to battle it 
out with Australia for sec- 
ond place. They lost this 
position by three points. 
England now moves on to 
Norden, West Germany, in 
September for the World 
Final. Their opponents 
will be Russia, Poland, and 
Sweden. Results of the UK 
round were: England 37; 
Australia 24; New Zealand 
21; Scotland 14. 
CZECH 4-VALVE MOTOR 
Speculation that the Jawa 
factory are soon to launch a 
four-valve engine has increa- 
sed since Barry Briggs made 
an urgent business trip to 
Czechoslovakia. Barry is the 
British agent for the Jawa 
speedway bike and has 
considerable influence with 
the factory. With Weslake 
getting more and more cust- 
omers, Jawa are expected to 
hit back. With their set-up 
they could get one on the 
market quickly and probably 
cheaper than anyone else, 
which is a big selling point 
in England these days. 


HINDS SPEEDWAY ENGINE 

Australian Dave Hinds, 
now living in the USA, has 
built a speedway engine. 
Dave has been playing around 
with speedway engines and 
frames for years - his latest 
creation is a single overhead 
cam unit using some Jap and 
some Jawa parts but basically 
-it is a completely new motor. 
Currently testing the motor 
is a very personal friend of 
mine and ex-TV star Billy 
Gray. Billy is negotiating to 
ride in Australia this summer 
and we may be able to 
entice him over here for a 
couple of meetings. * 
DAILY MIRROR OPEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Ole Olsen won this title 
at the Wimbledon track, 
collecting a trophy, gold 
medal and a cheque for 500 
pounds. Ole won most of 
his races from the back and 
it put him ina very happy 
frame of mind, especially as 
Dave Jessup, his Golden 
Helmet opponent, was one 
of the contestants. 
YOUNGEST MAXI MAN 

For 25 years | held this 


“title which goes to the | 
youngest rider to score a 
maximum in first division 
league racing. | was 17 
years old at the time, having 
my first season in England. 
But 16-year old Michael 
Lee, riding for Kings Lynn 
against Hackney, scored a 
maximum recently, | can 
still remember scoring my 
first one - it’s a memorable 
moment in one’s career. 
MAUGER IN PUNCH UP 
Following a hold up ina 
meeting against Kings Lynn, 
lvan Mauger was involved in 
a punch up with a Kings 
Lynn supporter recently. 
Ivan held up the meeting 
while he talked with the 
ACU referee. He suspected 
that there wasnitromethane 
which is barred from British 
speedway - in his fuel and 
asked to be released from 
the second half of the meet- 
ing. But the ref ruled that 
he continue. 
MICHANEK QUITTING 
BRITISH LEAGUE? 
World champion Anders 
Michanek (Sweden) has 
given substance to rumours 
that he will quit British lea- 
gue racing next year. But he 
said his mind is not yet fully 
made up. Anders started 
this season slowly but his 
performances ‘ave been 
improving. There is still 
much conflict between the 
Swedish riders and their 
Control Board in Sweden, 
which does not make for 
good riding. 
DAVE MORTON Came 
within half a lap of 
being the London Riders’ 
Champion. In the deciding 
race Dave was leading Dave 
Jessup, Tommy Jansson and 
Barry Thomas but then his 
motor failed. Jessup won the 
race and the championship 
with a 15 point maximum 
from Jansson (14) with 
Morton third overall with 12 
points. 
BERT HARKINS (Scotland) 
well known to New Zealand 
fans, has been in the wars 
again. In the last meeting 
of the 1974 season Bert 
crashed and hurt his spine, 
resulting in six months of 
intensive care and a late 
start to the season. Now, 
after being run over by an- 
other rider he has a double 
break of his leg just above the 
ankle. He finished up in the 
same ward of the same 
hospital where they fixed his 
back. 


GARY PETERSON put on the 
solo show of the week recent- 
ly for Wolverhampton against 
Reading. Gary's score was 

as much as the rest of the 
team (minus Ole Olsen who 
was ill) put together - 13 
points. 


LARRY ROSS has been in 
the news, too. When Wimbl- 
edon raced Swindon recently 
they had a bad run of crash- 
es and engine failures. Larry 
came to the rescue with his 
first double figure score 
since going to England this 
year, thus saving the match 
for Wimbledon. 

BERT KINGSTON the 
Aussie test rider, is in Eng- 
land trying to set up shop 
for his new Catapult tyres. 
The tyres are made for Bert 
in Taiwan and proved very 
popular in Australia last 
season, Some of the Aussie 
boys took some to England 
with them for this season 
but because the tyres were 


SS” “Gi Fe 
nof available to everyone 
they were barred from the 
track. Hence Bert's trip to 
England. 


‘Suzuki TC 185 Cont. from pge. 9 


attempt, hot or cold. In 
fact, the starter was so 
effective we never even 
bothered to try the kick 
lever, 

Instrumentation is even 
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better than many road 
bikes. As well as speed- 
ometer, odometer and 
tachometer, a red light 
warns when the battery Is 
not being charged. There 
are also warning lights for 
the turning indicators, the 
headlight high beam and 
neutral. * 

The high level exhaust 
system is fitted with a 
built-in spark arrester. 

The internal expanding 
drum brakes were excellent 
in off road situations, 
giving good stopping 
Power without locking up 
unnecessarily. On sealed 
surfaces, they were not 
quite so good but 
adequate, nevertheless. It 
must be remembered that 
they were designed chiefly 
for use on the dirt. 
Specifications of the TC185 
Ranger are: 


Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


Engine: two-stroke, alr-cool- 
ed, single cylinder; Displace- 
ment: 183cc; Horsepower: 16 
at 7000 rpm; - Maximum 
torque: 13ft-Ibs at 5500 rpm; 
Compression ratlo: 6.2 to 1 

Bore and stroke: 64 x 57mm; 
Starter: electric and kick; 
Transmission: .2 x 5-speed, 
constant mesh; Suspension: 
three-way adjustable  tele-" 
scople fork at front, flve-way 
adjustable shock absorbers at 
tear; Ground clearance: 9.4 
In; both internal 
expanding; Tyres: 3.00-19- 
4PR at.front, 3.50-18-4PR at 
rear (both knobbly); Fuel 
8 gallons; Oil tank 
3 pints; Length: 


Brakes: 


52.6 In; Dry welght: 260 Ibs. 


SHAILER 
LTD 


All Motor Upholstery 


MOTOR CYCLE SEATS 
A SPECIALITY 
ALSO ALL CANVAS 
WORK 

191 ALBERT ST. 

P.O. BOX 5 
PALMERSTON NOATH 
PHONE 79-085 
After Hours 77-421 and 26-545 


You've got the best 
bike. Now fit the best 
shock absorbers CB750 - 


CB350 F - CB350 Twin 
CB200. $66.74 pair. 


SIDI MX BOOTS 
We still have some left in size 8 


H.B. MOTOR CYCLES 


Hasting St., Napier 
Phone 54205 


Subscribe to 


N.Z. 
MOTORCYCLE 
NEWS 


CB500 - CB450 - CB360 - 


and 9. $78.00 plus $1.00 postage. 


OL 


Send to: P.O. BOX 883 
WELLINGTON 


24 issues for $6.00 


LEN 
PERRY 
MOTOR 
CYCLES 

[70 


173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND 


Phone 548159 
N2 distributor for 


‘Try us for... 
HARD TO GET PARTS 
SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES [including 
new engines) 
HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
{including belts) 
NORTON MANX-— SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 
ANIC SPARES UP TO 1964 
NORTON COMMANDO NEW 
ANO USED SPARES 
VINCENT SPARES — NEW 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 


ALSO 
SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 


<> THE EAGLESTRINES 


Your favourite dealer knows them. The Eagle Series Motorcycle tyres 
For high performance road and Motoreross work. Strike now, Ask 
Your favourite dealer about Eagle Series High Performance Tyres. 
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= SAWYER2oNDa [iJ 


FOR DUNSTALL 
EQUIPMENT IN WELLINGTON 


FULL RANGE OF DUNSTALL GEAR AVAILABLE. 


ALSO LARGE STOCKS OF TYRES, ACCESSORIES 


& USED PARTS FOR ALL MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES. 


SAWYER MOTORCYCLE CENTRE LTD 247 
CUBA STREET WELLINGTON, 
PHONE 51308, LMVD, 


HALLMARK’S ALL NEW 
“BIKE PACK” 


THE REAL ANSWER TO THE MOTORCYCLIST’S 
LUGGAGE PROBLEM. 


- Already Available For 
HONDA: 


750,500 & 350 4 cylinder 
or: 200, 350, 360 and 450 


twin cylinder. 

SUZUKI: GT 750, 550, 380, 250, 185, 
and 125. 

YAMAHA: RD 250, 350, XS 1, XS 2, and 
TX 650. 


SEE YOUR LOCAL RETAILER FOR MORE 
RECENT ADDITIONS TO THIS RANGE. DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED TO THE MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALERS; 


W.J. Hall (1971) Limited 
P.O. Box 5259, Hamilton 


No1IN 
AUCKLAND 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to better our rates. 


BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, we 
know the best, 


BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written, 
warranty 


* BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
Mechanics at your service 
lowest charge out rate In 
Auckland 


BEST TRADEINS Come and 
haggle # price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining, 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jellicoe Ad Panmure 
Ph 574-723 576-721 


A BETTER DEAL 
FROM A 
BETTER DEALER 
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ROAD RACING- 
The Auckland Scene 


AUCKLAND MOTORCYCLE 


CLUB -PUKEKOHE ROAD RACE TEST AND PRACTICE 


DAY. 


PUKEKOHE PRACTICE DAY, 9 AUGUST, 
— DAVID VINSEN REPORTS — 


After the winter lay-off, about 50 riders arrived at Puke- 
kohe circuit on August 9 to tune and test the many modi 
ations made recently, and to practice on newly-acquired 


bikes. Apart from trying the machinery, it was also a good 
chance for the riders themselves to practice, for the exper- 
ienced to blow the cobwebs out, and for the novices to learn 


some basic track craft. 

This year, the overall 
standard of riding was pretty 
good, expecially in compar- 
ison with some of the hairy 
and dangerous exhibitions 
given at dast year’s test day 
(by both novice and not-so- 
novice riders). 

The disappointing aspect 
this year was the poor prep- 
aration evident in many 
machines at scrutineering - 
split pins and lock nuts 
mission, poor wiring-up of 
bolts, etc; and other general 
preparations which will 
definitely have to be imporv- 
ed upon before the start of 
the road race season. 

It had been hoped to use 
part of the day to hold timed 
sprint runs down the back 
straight, but because of the 
Unavailability of an operator 
for electronic timing gear, 
the time was used for extra 
practice sessions. The riders 
were divided into groups 
according to class and 
capacity of machine and 
about 10 twenty-minute 
practice sessions were held. 

The ambulance was called 
onto the track on two 
occasions, neither of them 
for serious injuries. The 
first was for Andy Hammond, 
on Dick Waterers’ old 
Greeves Silverstone, who test- 
ed the polystyrene foam 
padding on the Armco 
barrier at Champion Corner, 
after taking an unusual (to 
say the least) line. Andy was 
knocked unconscious, and 
did not ride again on the 
day. 

On the second occasion, 
South Pacific Champion, 
Murray Hill of Tauranga who 
= 


had really been flying in the 
production class practices all 
day, dropped his Yamaha 
RD 350 while coming out of 
Railway (Collarbone Corner) 
and broke his collarbone, 

Graeme Crosby only 
missed one session and rade a 
number of bikes during the 
day - a Kawasaki 400 in 
production sessions; the Tony 
Phillis - prepared Kawasaki 
Z1 fitted with Yoshimura 
4into-1 exhausts which is to 
be fully race kitted for open 
racing events; the Laurie 
Summers HIR which was 
dogged with mechanical 
troubles last season; Len 
Perry's Suzuki 750, and/also 
the aircooled Suzuki 500 
running on alcohol. If 
Crosby's excess energy 
(wheelies, wheelspins, 
broadsides etc) are any indic- 
ation, the road-race season's 
first meeting - Castrol, at 
Pukekohe on September 27 - 
is none too soon. 

Martyn Aiken seems to 
have pulled his finger out 
and was showing good times 
on his recently disc-braked 
TZ 350, 

Mike Vinsen of “Team 
Tortoise’ put in the best 
lap times of the day on the 
ex-Bob Haldane TZ in the 
350 racing class. 

Rod and Warren North 
(TZ 350's), all of Bob Hald- 
ane‘s “Team Tortoise”, put 
in good times and showed 
promise for close racing this 
season. 

Woody Kittney showed 
that he will be a force to be 
reckoned with in production 
racing on his Kawasaki H2 - 
the one which Ginger Molloy 


campaigned throughout the 
country in 1972. 

Roger Freeth circulated 
steadily on his Kawasaki 
H2 after his high speed 
crash at Levin. 

Glen Williams (H2) had 
handling problems and 
wobbled and weaved his way 
around the course all day, 
with continued stops for 
suspension, steering and 
frame sorting. 

David George, who recen- 
tly purchased the ex Stu 
Avant, ex Ginger Molloy 
Yamaha T2350, made a 
dramatic improvement in 
performance during the day - 
from barely being able to find 
the power band in the morn- 
ing, to turning in some really 
respectable laptimes later. 


WAIRARAPA MX 


Gary Whitaker (Yamaha 
250) and Warren Lambess 
(Yamaha 360) each Won‘one 
of the two main races and 
came second in the other at 
the Wairarapa club’s moto 
cross on July 20, for joint 
overall honours. John 
Fitzgerald, on a new 125cc 
cantilever Yamaha, was too 
quick for the rest of the 
125cc field. He won both 
125cc events and came third 
behind Whitaker and Lamb- 
ess in an A-grade event. 
NEW RH250's FOR MARTIN 
& BOYLE 

Brian Martin, who 
campaigned last season on a 
monoshock 250 Yamaha 
and more recently on a TM 
125 Suzuki, has taken 
possession of a new Suzuki 
RH 250M for the coming 
season. Meanwhile, Peter 
Boyle, the number two 
plateholder, has sold his 
RH to Lower Hutt’s Des 
Porter and is expected to 
take delivery of a new RH. 
250M and RM 125 Suzuki's 
late this month. He hopes 
to be able to race them at 
the Taupo club’s $500 
meeting on August 31. 
MURRAY'S Z1 OUTFIT. 

Lew Murray, the Timaru 
sidecar pilot who impressed 
last season on a lovely 
Triumph 750 outfit, will be 
campaigning a Kawasaki 
900 - powered outfit this 
summer. 

SWIFT WINS NELSON 
TRIAL 

Paul Swift (Suzuki) 
increased his lead in the 
Nelson club's Holmwood 
Cup trials competition when 
he won the second round 
ahead of Bob Cooke and 
Colin Bower - the same fin- 
ishing order as the first round. 
Swift lost 21 points through 
the 40 sections. 


3TOOS HO! 


TRANS AMA MX TOUR 
Two weeks of fun, Disne- 
yland, sightseeing and world 
class moto cross in California 
later this year can be yours 
for $740. A tour incorpor- 
ating two Trans AMA moto 
cross meetings and possibly 
one day at Rolf Tibblin’s 
school of moto cross, as well 
as several leisure days in 
San Francisco and Los Ange 
les, is currently being organ- 
ised. The plane leaves 
Auckland on Friday, Novem- 
ber 21 1975 and returns on 
December 5. The moto 
crosses attended will be at 
Eivermore, San Francisco, 
on Novemeber 23 and at 
Saddleback Park, Irvine. on 
November 30. The deadline: 
for all fares is September 21. 
If you‘re interested, contact 
Dalgety Travel, PO Box 429 
Hawera (phone Hawera 
84181) or Grant MacRae, 
35 High Street, Hawera (phone 
Hawera 7489). 
VISIT FROM “POPS” 
LIKELY 
“Pops’’ Yoshimura, demon 
tweaker of Hondas and 
Kawasaki ZI's, could visit 
New Zealand in mid October. 
Yoshimura is definitely 
visiting Australia and he 
might find time to hop across 
the Tasman. While he is in 
Australia he will be prepar- 
ing a couple of machines for 
use in the Marlboro series. 
Australian Tony Hatton is 
expected to raceonemachine 
in the series and it’s possible 
that another will be offered 
toa local rider. 
WELLINGTON JUNIOR MX 
Rodney Whitaker, brother 
of B-grade moto cross cham- 
jon Gary was clearly the top 
rider at the Wellington 
District Junior moto. cross. - 
school meeting on July 20. 
He won three of his four 
starts in the Over 100cc class 
although he was beaten by 
Wayne Marshall in the final 
event. Wayne came second 
in two other events. Tony 
Dixon and Brent Hayden 
shared honours in the Under 
100cc moto crosss class and 
60-90cc class. The other 
classes were fairly evenly 
contested. David 
Czerwonka had two wins in 
the Over 100cc Trail class and 
James Minogue had a good: 
day with two wins and a 
second in the 50cc class. 
The mini bike races resulted 
in four different winners - 
Dean Stoupe, Greig Barnett, 


Shane Moran and an unknown 


rider. 


List of Clubs in Moto 


Cross Zonest 


Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 
Sth. Canterbury Nelson North Taranaki Thames Valley 
Otago Marlborough South Taranaki Raglan 
Vincent Kaiapoi Ruapehu Hamilton 
Southland Canterbury Napier Te Aroha 
Mosgiel Corsair Hawkes Bay South Waikato 
Pioneer Wanganui Patetere 
Tai Tapu Cent.Hawkes Bay Tauranga 
New Brighton Manawatu Orion Whakatane 
Ashburton Dannevirke Rotorua 
Horowhenua Nth.King Country 
Kapiti Gisborne 
Wairarapa Taumarunui 
Ixion Taupo 
Wgtn. Trail 
Hutt Valley 


Victoria Univ, 
Penlee 


Zone 5 


Whangarei 
Northern Wairoa 
North Shore 
Auckland 
Qnehunga United 
Papakura 
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JOHN BOOTE AT 
LAGUNA SECA 


Cont. from Pg.1 


slide. “| haven't come all 
this way to give up ncw,” 
Boote told himself. 

And so, riding with grim 
determination and tre- 
mendous verve, he fought 
his way back past the two 
American worksmen and 
set off after second-place 


man, Canadian Yamaha 
works rider Steve Baker 
(1Z750 Yamaha). It seemea 
a hopeless task. Entering 
the final lap, Baker was 
still comfortably ahead. 
But on that final fantastic 
last lap, the 6ft 3in Kiwi 
threw caution to the winds 
and made up an amazing 
6sec on Baker. He caught 


him’ through the “cork- 
screw” — a part. of the 
track looked on with 


LASSIFIEDS 


for sale’ 


FOR SALE — 

YAMAHA TR3 Convertible to 
7Z350, engine just reconditioned, 
also spares, $1600 0.n.0. Contact 
P. Duffy, 22 Caldwell Road, 
Woodbourne, Blenheim. 


FOR SALE 

CHAT—YAMAHA TD2 (B) 
250cc. Ex Leahy, Wendt. Just 
rebuilt. Competitive 250cc 
class bike, Krober ignition, 
Many spares including barrels, 
crankshaft, full set of sprockets. 
8rd in 1974 250cc championship. 
$1050 o,n.a. or consider trade, 
Contact Rodger McCarthy, 9 
Martern Crescent, Christchurch, 
Phone 596-855. 


Genuine enquiries to: Dave 
Crown, Lakeside Suzuki, 
Ph Taupo 1075 or 1213K. 


FOR SALE 

One G.P, barrel, 36mm_Kechin 
carburettor, and induction 
manifold fora Honda CR250M 
which has done approx ten 

race meetings $150-00. Contact 
R. Spraull, C/- P.o. Box 208 
Queenstown. 


FOR SALE 

HONDA CB 3606, 1974, In 
damaged condition, $420.00, 
13,000 km. Will sell complete or 
will separate for motor— gearbox, 
or any parts, Whitaker Motor 
Cycles (H.B.) Ltd. Honda Sales 
& Service 109 Warren Street 
Hastings. Phone 84152 Hastings. 


FOR SALE 

SUZUKI 125cc, road bike, 
year 1973, excellent condition, 
motor just been reconditioned, 
a great commuters bike, only 
$350.00 0.n.0. Ring Pete 664- 
722 Wellington or call at 63 
Victoria Street, Lower Hutt. 


FOR SALE 

Motor cycle! Chopper tyres - 500 x 
16; $28.95, 

90-Kart tyres - 300 x 5, front 
$13.50. ‘ 

90-Kart tyres - 300 x 5, rear 
$13.95. At Continental Motor 
Cycle, 52 Watton St, Whangarei. 


FOR SALE 

YAMAHA TR2B. Immaculate 
condition. Twin discs. Complet- 
ely rebuilt for coming season. 
Spares. Genuine reason for selling 
$1550 o.n.o. Contact Ross 
Andrew, 13 St. George Street, 
Timaru, Ph 3739. 


FOR SALE 

WAGGOT GAM, To suit, Honda 
€B360; $30.00. G Marsden 
Box 4039 New Plymouth. 


FOR SALE 

Our Kawasaki KX250, as used by 
Dennis Armstrong. $1200.00. 
Pink & Collison (1973) Ltd. Box 
430, Palmerston North. 
WANTED 

Motorcycle mechanic, permanent 
position available. Experience 
preferred. Additon to staff. 
Spacious and centrally heated 
workship. Trails and Scramble 
minded staff. Otorohanga Cycle 
Works, 7 Maniapoto Street, 
Otorohanga, Ph Frank Mackie 
8357 day. 7163 night. 


Honda CR250; Very little racing, good mechanically very 

straight, good buying at $699 or $420 Dep. 

Suzuki TM125L; Latest model, save on new depreciation, 
choice of two from $650 or $390 Dep. 

Suzuki TM250K; Good value on this, runs real well $625 


or $375 Dep. 


Suzuki TM400; Probably the tidiest one around, runs real 
good, forward mounts etc. $995 or $597 Dep. 

TRIALS 
Montessa Cota; Choice of two, 73 models, both real tidey, 
very few miles, little work, from $875 or $525 Dep. 
Yamaha TY250; Like new, alloy motor protector, ally 


bars etc $945 or $567 Dep, 


Ossa Plonker; 72 model, this one has been kept up to new 
condition, no expense spared, immaculate $850 or $540 


ROAD RACING 
Yamaha 72350; New c/cases, new krober, spares include 
a fairing, seat, barrel, pistons, gaskets, tyres etc. The chea- 
pest one on the market $2650 or $1590 Dep. ; 
Yamaha TZ250; Totally immaculate, complete spare’s kit, 
$398 etc., the best one around, well under replacement 


Dep. 


price of $3250 or $1950 Dep. 


Yamaha TR2; Like new, only done a few meetings, runs 
quick, a real good 950 or ‘B' grade machine $1690 or 


$1014 Dep. 


TERMS AND TRADES WELCOME. 


Also a few spare racing par 
coils, corianis, racing tyres, 
otc, 


1s Including krober box’s and 
factory CZ340 barrell and pipe 


'85 MOORHOUSE, 
AVENUE LMV.D. 
CHRISTCHURCH 


disfavour by many Ameri- 
can riders because of its 
high degree of difficulty — 
and rocketed into second 
place. 

ROBERTS WINS 

When the race ended, 
champion New Zealander 
John Boote was a mere 
12sec behind Yamaha's top 
U.S. works rider Kenny 
Roberts — a man widely 
acknowledged as possibly 
the finest rider in the 
world, certainly the fastest 
on home ground. 

Baker finished third and 
Hennen fourth. Incredibly 
Randy Cleek (TZ750 
Yamaha) and Phil 
McDonald (TZ750 Yamaha) 
who competed in the last 
Marlboro _ series, were 
lapped by Boote. Cleek 
finished runner-up to 
Hennen in the Marlboro 
series so this race was a 
real breakthrough for 
Boote. “I never thought it 
would be possible to lap 
those two," said Boote 
later. 

And even when it was all 
over, it was some time 
before he realised just how 
well he had done. “I had 
no idea | was so high. | 
wondered why everybody 
was waving to me as | 
went round the track on 
my run down lap:” 

But it didn’t take Boote 
long to realise that he was 
nearing the end of his 
finest hour. The perform- 
ance has placed him right 
among the greats of New 
Zealand motor-cycling. 

RIDERS’ CIRCUIT 

Although not one of the 
classics of world motor- 
cycling, Boote chose this 


meeting to contest 
because he felt that he did 
not do himself justice 


when he competed there 
for the first time last year. 
“It is a real riders’ circuit 
not like many of the others 
in America. Skill is pretty 
important and most of the 
American riders don't like 
it," Boote told NZMCN 
shortly before he departed 
for the U.S.A. 

Last year, Boote was left 
on the line at the start of 
the main race and brilliant- 
ly worked his way up to 
eighth place before being 
forced to retire with a 
puncture. “It was a disast- 
rous performance,” Boote 
recalled. 

Boote was really looking 
forward to racing again in 


America. He likes the 
Monterey circuit very 
much. “It is the most 


picturesque circuit | have 
ever seen, set in the 
middle of rolling hills and 
used by the Army as a rifle 
range.” 

All sorts of offers are 
now pouring in. Although 
he did not carry the 
product decals, he still 
received the bonuses, such 
was the Impression he 
made on all concerned. 
C.B.S. Television even 
gave him $250 in addition 
to his normal prize money. 

Notably, the first three 
Yamahas were all equipped 
with cantilever suspension 
although Boote's was not 
factory made as the others 
were, His was designed 
and built in Christchurch. 
It was set up a little soft 
for the circuit and bottom- 
ed on the more severe 
corners, The exhaust pipes 
were In tatters by the 
finish. 


OLDEST BIKE? 

Boote also had the 
doubtful honour of riding 
one of the oldest machines 
in the race. The 1Z750 
Yamaha he used was the 
original one which he first 
raced in New Zealand 
nearly two years ago. But 
it was kitted to Increase 
the capacity from 700 to 
750cc and very little of the 
original bike now remains. 

An independant individ- 
ual who knows exactly 
what he wants, Boote 
amazed rival pit crews by 
refusing to use the special 
Goodyear tyres made spec- 
ifically for this race by the 
American company. Boote 
told the Goodyear officials 
that he preferred to use his 
older and narrower slick. {t 
proved a wise decision. 
The compound of the new, 
wider tyres proved too soft 
and many riders had tyre 
troubles. 

At one stage, the flying 
visit to the United States 
appeared likely to turn Into 
a nightmare instead of a 
fairytale. Boote took his 
Yamaha in pieces, much of 
it as hand luggage. When 
he was assembling it, he 
discovered a badly worn 
bearing which had 
obviously caused previous 
seizures. He replaced this 
and got the machine in one 


piece. 
Then, on the Saturday, a 
reed valve broke and 


sucked a piece of metal 
through into the engine. A 
full scale re-build of the 
motor was required. He 
finally managed to use 
only 1% of the five 
practice sessions — in all 
he covered a total of 12 
practice laps. Then, just as 
it had at Timaru earlier this 
year in the Marlboro round, 
a radiator hose burst. when 
he was on the grid waiting 
for the start of the five-lap 
qualifying race to decide 
grid positions. 
BURST HOSE 

Mindful of the failure 
which had put him out at 
Timaru, Boote had fitted 
car hoses. Unfortunately, 
this was in vain. Former 
American racer Ron Grant, 
who looked after Boote 
while he was in America, 
and his helpers took the 
bike away and repaired the 
damage. But there was no 
hope of doing this in time 
to ride in the qualifying 
event so Boote had to take 
his place on the rear of the 


huge grid. 
Grant, who has been a 
familiar figure in New 


Zealand, later recalled that 
Boote had once said he 
was going to beat the 
works riders. “I didn't 
believe it was possible for 
a privateer to beat the 
factory supported riders. 
But John said he was 
going to do it and now he 
has.” 

The two leading Austra- 
llans, Greg Hansford (750 
Kawasaki) and Warren 
Willing (12750 Yamaha), 
didn't reach the starting 
line. Hansford withdrew at 
the eleventh hour and 
stayed In Australia 
because he could not get 
his costs met and Willing 
was knocked flying by 
another rider while practis- 
Ing on the Saturday, He 
Was not badly hurt but his 
bike was written off and he 
was Unable to compete in 
the main race, a’ 


ee 


cont. from pge. 6 

away first at the start but 
bogged himself in a stretch 
of mud and was passed by 
two other riders. But at the 
end of 72 miles, Keogh was 
back in front. 

Another trail bike rider, 
Ashley Mansfield of Taupo, 
riding in second position 
for a lot of the way, had 
trouble when his throttle 
jammed and to add to his 
problems, lost a lot more 
time when his chain fell 
off, thus putting him back 
to fifth position in the final 
placings. Cliff Allen was 
the eventual second place 
getter, David Guard third, 
and N. Stevens fourth. 


“MAGNIFICENT” 


Brian Martin, overall 
winner and first place- 
getter in the MX class, 
described the course in two 
words — “magnificent” 
and “marvellous”. 

He also felt that the 
organisation of the event 
was above par and he 
would like to see more of 
this type of racing in New 
Zealand, as the terrain of 
this country is well suited 
for such an event. 

Second to cross the 
finish line was Frank White 
on his 250 Kawasaki. Third, 
Bruce Nisbet on his little 
Honda CR 125 and Morley. 
Shirriffs finished fourth. 

Veteran rider. Roger 
White, at the age of 50, still 
managed to finish in 
sixteenth position — four 
places up on last year's 
effort. 

Riders from as far afield 
as Auckland came to 
Okahune for the event and 
the comments afterwards 
from all the riders that | 
spoke to showed that it had 
been a most successful 
day, although they all 
looked a little weary. 

North Island MX Team 
selector, Des Ining who 
didn't ride this year but 
marshalled instead, felt 
that the course was very 
“challenging” to the rider 
and argument over whether 
the race should have been 
fun over three laps was 
resolved by the faces of the 
tired riders, proving that 
two laps were sufficient. 

Well, by this time every 
one was changed and were 
drinking hot cups of tea or 
having a bite to eat while 
waiting for the trophies and 
certificates to be 
presented. 

As for me, it was the end 
of a most enjoyable day 
and all that was left for me 
to do waS remount my 
borrowed Suzuki, head 
back that 120 miles to 
Taranaki and home to a 
hot bath and a good feed! 
RESULTS: Moto cross class = 8. Martin, 
Suzuki TM400, 1; F. White, Kawasaki 250, 
2: B. Nisbet, Honda CR 125, 3. TRAIL 


BIKE CLASS — B. Keogh, Suzuki TS400,1 
C. Allen, 2) D. Guard, 3. 
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